Baker Street Library engagement summary

What we did

Since 2018, Diamond Schmitt Architects and Windmill Development Group have been actively
involved in the design of a new 8,175 square meter (88,000 square foot), central library for the
City of Guelph. The new Central Library is an anchor of the Baker District redevelopment
project.

Extensive consultation with the community, Guelph Public Library staff and the Board of
Directors, and City staff and Council has been critical to the success of this design.

Engagement activities included introductory (October 2018—January 2019), listening (January
2019-March 2019) and validating phases (March—April 2019). The following engagement
activities provided opportunities for input and feedback on both the new library and the
overarching Baker District redevelopment project:

e In-person and virtual open houses: May and November 2018, June 2020

e Public workshops: January 2019

e Council reports and presentations: September 2019, October 2020, July 2021

e Virtual information sessions: May—June 2021

e Online engagement through surveys, questions and answer tools and ideas forums:

2018-2021

What we heard

e High level of support and excitement for a new central library

e The desire for diverse library spaces allowing for educational, recreational and
community programming

e The need for physical accessibility both of the space and to it

e The need for the library to be open and welcoming for all people of Guelph

e Support and concern about the location of the library within the downtown and the
Baker District redevelopment

e A desire for spaces to accommodate a large array of programs and activities

e Concerns about parking for the library and in the Baker District as a whole, including
accessible parking spaces

e Concerns about accommodating vulnerable populations on and near the future site

e Concerns about the history of the site and properly managing archeological
investigations

What we’re doing

The approved schematic design for the new library was informed by input gathered over two
years of community engagement and addresses the broad range of needs identified by people in
Guelph, including naturally lit open and private meeting spaces with connections for audio and
video sharing, a cutting-edge makerspace with technology available to all, catering amenities,
space for the Library’s significant archives collection and a place for people to gather, celebrate,
listen, read and learn.



About the design

Diamond Schmitt Architects have developed a striking, contemporary design that draws on the
history of Guelph while proposing an architectural solution that catapults Guelph into the
future, while facilitating social and economic benefit to our community and the downtown
neighbourhood.

The library’s exterior design features an expressive roof form that exposes third floor collections
and reading rooms to glare-free natural northern light, and delicate east and west facades that
protect outdoor reading terraces while allowing dappled light to enter indoor collections areas.

Also included in the design is a highly transparent ground floor that blurs the boundaries
between indoor and outdoor space and brings life to the street-level through a highly animated
children’s area which can be seen from the public square and surrounding street network.

The design for Guelph’s new central library is a tremendous cultural achievement for the City of
Guelph and befitting of one of the oldest institutions in Ontario.

Next steps

Archeological clearance activities of the Baker District area are underway. Baker Street, Park
Lane and Chapel Lane will be rebuilt beginning in 2022, and construction of the residential
buildings of the redevelopment is also expected to begin in 2022. Detailed design of the library
has begun with construction expected to start in late 2023.



