
Emma to Earl Bridge construction information  
About the project  
We are building a new pedestrian/cycling bridge across the Speed River that will connect Emma 
and Earl streets. The work is intended to begin in Spring 2025 and reach substantial completion by 
Winter 2025.  

Purpose of the virtual information session 
The purpose of this virtual information session is to present property owners, business owners, 
residents and members of the general public with an opportunity to:  

• Review the details of the project, including plans and construction schedule.  
• Learn about:  

• Potential impacts to property  
• Traffic impacts during construction 
• What to expect during construction 

• Ask questions about the project 

Scope of construction work 
The work includes: 

• Construction of a new bridge with connections to existing City sidewalk on Emma Street 
and construction on new sidewalk connection from the downtown trail to the bridge. 

• Overhead hydro lines across the river will be removed and incorporated into the bridge 
design 

• Environmental restoration in the river corridor 

Construction Timing 
The Emma to Earl Street Active Transportation bridge is being tendered this Fall with construction 
anticipated to start in Spring 2025.  Construction is anticipated to be completed by the end of 2025. 
The overall project timeline and completion date may be affected by the contractor’s schedules, 
weather, and any unforeseen difficulties encountered during construction operations. 

Access to property 
The Contractor will be required to provide a staging plan to complete the construction of the bridge. 
Details on property impacts won’t be known until that time.  However, the bridge is being 
constructed at the end of two roads and impacts to properties are anticipated to be minimal. 

Dust, noise and vibration 
Dust, noise and vibration are a common part of most construction projects. The contractor is 
required to provide proactive dust suppression by placing water or calcium chloride on exposed 
excavation surfaces, power sweeping muddied roads, using “whisper quiet” generators for 



temporary power supply and only operating equipment during the working hours permitted in the 
contract. 

Natural Feature Protection 
An inventory of the existing trees and natural features has been completed and documented.  
Where healthy trees are identified and not in conflict with the work, they will be protected.  The City 
has been working with the GRCA to ensure impacts to the river corridor are limited.  The City’s 
Design & Construction and Environmental Planning Teams have been working with Ecologists to 
develop a corridor restoration plan that will provide a net positive ecological gain in the area.  Any 
tree removal will take place outside of key breed bird and bat habitat windows. 

Future notices 
Members of the public registering to follow this project, or who have contacted the project manager 
to be added to an email contact list, or whose property is within the work area limits may receive 
additional information about the project and future meetings via mail, email or hand-delivered 
notices. 

Questions, comments or concerns 
To assist us in addressing any questions, comments or concerns you might have about this project, 
please use the question tool on the Emma to Earl project page.  You may also contact us directly by 
phone or email using the contact information below. Our office hours are 8:30-4:30 p.m. Monday to 
Friday, and we will try to respond within two business days. 

We thank you for your interest, participation, and feedback in this important construction 
improvements project. 

Future communications 
If you would like to receive ongoing communications about this project, you can: 

• Contact Jackie Kay (contact information below) if you would like to be added to an email 
contact list  

• Click on “Follow this Project” on this page 

Jackie Kay, MBA, P.Eng., PMP, Project Engineer 
Design and Construction, Engineering and Transportation Services 
City of Guelph 
519-822-1260, extension 2251 
TTY 519-826-9771 
jackie.kay@guelph.ca 

 

mailto:crystal.kaminski@guelph.ca

