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Engagement summary

Sloan Hill Park Design
Design Options and Idea Sharing

We're designing Sloan Hill Park, a new neighbourhood park located at 106 Beaumont
Crescent. It'll include a playground with rubber tile safety surface, pathways, open spaces,
seating and a small recreational feature. To plan the park, we brought three concept plans
that had different park elements to the community, seeking feedback from residents about
what works and what could be made even better.

This summary outlines how we engaged the community, what we heard and how the input will
shape our next steps. The design team is revising the plans based on the community
feedback, city standards and current practices, and will come back to the community with two
refined design options to consider in the fall 2026.

What we did

The first phase of Sloan Hill Park engagement featured an online survey on
haveyoursay.guelph.ca. Available from May 11 to June 17, 2026, the survey was promoted
primarily though the City’s social media channels, public notices, guelph.ca and newsletters
including notices to those registered to follow this project online. Survey participants were
asked to

¢ identify what they feel is special about the park location or neighbourhood,
e choose a preferred concept between three park concepts presented,

e specify park and playground elements they want included in the design,

e provide thoughts on the proposed basketball half-court, and

e share ideas for other compact recreational features.

Alongside the survey, we held three in person pop-ups to gather feedback. The pop-ups took
place at East Side Library on June 1, Sloan Hill Park on June 8, and the Guelph and District
Multicultural Festival on June 12. The pop-ups addressed similar questions to the survey
through a “dotmocracy” voting activity on preferred park concepts and a post-it note activity
on what features participants would like to see in the new park and playground.

What we heard

The survey was completed by 41 respondents. There was a good response rate from our pop-
up sessions including:

East Side Library pop-up session

e 29 dotmocracy activity responses related to the park concepts
e 13 post-it note activity responses related to park features
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e 16 post-it note activity responses related to playground equipment
Sloan Hill Park pop-up session

e 10 dotmocracy activity responses related to the park concepts
e 10 post-it note activity responses related to park features
e 10 post-it note activity responses related to playground equipment

Guelph and District Multicultural Festival

e 29 dotmocracy activity responses related to the park concepts
e 7 post-it note activity responses related to park features
e 5 post-it note activity responses related to playground equipment

Overall feedback was highly consistent between the different modes of engagement, and
consistent themes emerged.

Preferred concept design

Survey and pop-up session respondents overwhelmingly chose Concept C as the preferred
design for the new park. Some of the reasons participants preferred Concept C included the
looping oval pathway that provides convenient access to the park and an opportunity for
recreation, the central placement of the paved area for safety and ease of supervisions, the
optimal placement of the basketball half-court and space to plant additional park trees.

Seating

Some respondents requested additional seating opportunities and an accessible picnic table,
as well as a seating node closer to the intersection of Sloan and Beaumont.

Outdoor fithess equipment

Some respondents identified outdoor fitness equipment as a park feature that they would like
to see added to the design of the park.

Park trees

We heard from many respondents that planting native trees is preferred, and that more trees
are desired. We also heard from some respondents that flowering trees (whether native or
non-native) are desirable, as is butterfly habitat/gardens. Overall, support from respondents
was split between those that want the existing woody vegetation removed, and those who
want it preserved.

Basketball half-court

The basketball half-court was the preferred programing for a compact recreational feature.
The location and orientation shown in Concept C was also identified as the most desirable.

Playground equipment
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The following types of playground equipment emerged as the most desirable based on
feedback from the survey and at particularly at the pop-up engagement sessions:

e swings (generational swing, tot, belt, and accessible swing)

e overhead climbers/monkey bars

e slides

e nets/ropes

e zipline or overhead glider

e accessible play features

What we are doing

The project team is using the feedback from the engagement to create two options for the
final park design, including incorporating playground features identified by respondents. Input
related to adding more seating, adding more park trees and incorporating outdoor fithess
equipment will be reflected in the updated park designs. All feedback on design will be
carefully considered as the design moves towards the second phase of community
engagement.

What we are not doing

Some feedback received through this survey falls outside the scope of a neighbourhood park
project as defined in Guelph’s official Park Plan. Because this is a park project and not an
infrastructure renewal project, we are not able to substantially change the road allowance to
add curbs, gutters, sidewalks and storm sewers. However, we do plan to add two new parking
spaces. In addition, in is not possible to preserve all of the existing woody vegetation on
because some of it is dead or in poor condition, and much of the remaining shrubs and trees
are invasive and would limit the ability to adjust the steep or uneven slopes to better
accommodate mowing, maintaining the park and public safety. That said, existing woody
vegetation that is in good condition and growing in a good location will be preserved, and both
native plantings and park trees will be added to enhance shade, habitat value and urban
canopy cover.

Next Steps

e We will update Concept C based on community feedback through our detailed design
process.

e Two detailed designs for playground layout and elements will be presented for
community feedback in fall 2026.

Construction is expected to start in the Spring 2027 and be completed fall 2027.

Residents can continue to follow project updates and join in future engagement opportunities
at haveyoursay.guelph.ca/sloan-hill-park.
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